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J  SERMON. 


Proverbs  xiv.  32. 

"  ——'  But  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death." 

EATH  is  proverbially  termed  the  king  of  terrors. 
Although  to  those,  who  have  deceived  themselves  with 
the  hope  or  belief,  that  there  is  no  future  state,  and 
that  man  ceases  to  be,  when  his  present  existence 
ceases,  the  event  of  death  may  be  viewed  as  trifling 
and  unimportant  ;  yet  it  is  not  so  in  the  view  of  the 
candid,  the  serious,  and  the  devout.  To  these,  no 
period  of  their  existence,  either  in  time  or  eternity, 
appears  more  interesting,  or  is  fraught  with  conse- 
quences more  serious  or  lasting,  than  that  solemn  pe- 
riod, when  they  shall  pass  from  a  state  of  probation  to 
a  state  of  endless  retribution.  When  death  is  viewed 
in  connection  with  its  final  consequences,  no  wonder 
that  it  leads  accountable  creatures  to  pause  and  con- 
sider. No  wonder  that  it  spreads  a  gloom  over  the 
vanities  of  this  world,  and  makes  men  serious  and 
solemn.  No  wonder  that  it  arrests  the  attention  of  the 
thoughtless,  hedges  up  the  paths  of  iniquity,  and  pre- 


sents  for  contemplation  the  solemn  realities  of  the  in- 
visible world.  For  when  death  invades,  it  will  demol- 
ish these  clayey  tabernacles,  which  have  engaged  so 
much  of  our  attention.  It  will  separate  the  soul  from 
the  body,  disorganize  the  latter,  and  reduce  it  back  to 
unanimated  dust.  It  will  completely  level  all  the 
splendid  and  honourable  distinctions  of  this  world  in 
the  silent  grave.  To  all  the  pursuits  and  employ- 
ments of  the  present  life  it  will  put  a  final  period.  It 
will  destroy  all  title  to  earthly  possessions,  and  prove 
the  final  termination  of  all  earthly  enjoyments.  It 
will  separate  the  dearest  connections,  tear  from  each 
other  the  most  affectionate  and  beloved  relations,  and 
break  the  strongest  bonds  of  consanguinity  and  friend- 
ship. It  will  destroy  all  earthly  joys,  and  hopes,  and 
prospects,  and  conceal  from  the  view  of  anxious  and 
weeping  survivors  the  lovely  form,  the  smiling  coun- 
tenance, the  sparkling  eye,  and  all  the  representation 
of  the  mind.  It  will  produce  more  serious  and  solemn 
effects.  It  will  close  the  day  of  grace  and  space  for 
repentance,  and  wrap  up  the  final  account,  to  be  open- 
ed and  read  to  an  assembled  universe  at  the  day  of 
judgment.  It  will  fix  the  soul  in  an  unalterable  state 
of  retribution,  and  determine  its  final  destiny.  Who, 
in  view  of  so  solemn  and  important  a  scene  ;— who, 
actually  placed  in  such  a  trying  and  affecting  condition, 
can  remain  calm,  composed,  and  serene  ?  The  text 
furnishes  a  pleasing  answer  :  "  The  righteous  hath 
hope  in  his  death."  Yes,  my  friends,  thanks  to  infinite 
love,  the  righteous,  in  view  of  death,  and  even  on  the 
verge  of  the  eternal  world,  and  in  the  agonies  of  dis- 
solution, believe,  rejoice,  and  hope.  "  They  rejoice 
in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God." 


We  are  naturally  led  by  the  text  to  consider  the 
character  of  the  righteous — the  fact  that  they  have 
hope  in  their  death— and  the  ground  and  object  of 
their  hope. 

The  character  of  the  righteous  first  claims  our  con- 
sideration. The  term  righteous  is  frequently  used  in 
the  sacred  scriptures,  and  applied  to  one  class  of  men. 
All  mankind,  in  the  inspired  volume,  are  divided  into 
two  classes,  denominated  the  righteous  and  the  wick- 
ed ;  and  figuratively  by  Christ  called  the  vv^heat  and 
the  tares,  the  sheep  and  the  goats.  In  the  verse  where 
our  text  is  found,  these  two  opposite  classes  or  cha- 
racters are  contrasted  :  "  The  wicked  is  driven  avv^ay 
in  his  wickedness  ;  but  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
death."  Although  the  term  wicked,  when  used  cha- 
racteristically, may  imply,  that  the  character  designa- 
ted is  destitute  of  all  moral  goodness  ;  yet  the  term 
righteous,  when  applied  to  man,  does  not  imply,  that 
he  is  entirely  free  from  sin.  It  represents  the  general 
character,  and  not  all  the  particular  exercises  of  the 
saint.  For  of  his  moral  exercises  it  is  true,  some  are 
right  and  some  wrong,  some  are  holy  and  some  sinful. 
The  righteous  in  this  life  know  but  in  part,  they  are 
sanctified  but  in  part ;  and  they  bear  about  with  them 
evident  marks  of  apostacy  and  moral  ruin.  They  are 
not  uniformly  and  constantly  holy.  In .  this  sense, 
"  there  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one  ;"  for  "  there  is 
not  a  just  man  upon  earth,  that  doeth  good,  and  sin- 
neth  not." 

In  considering  the  character  of  the  righteous,  we 
may  observe, 

1.  They  have  exercised  deep  and  evangelical  re- 
pentance.    Their  hearts  have  been  pierced  through 


and  through  with  the  arrows  of  conviction.  They 
have  been  brought  to  see  and  feel  their  guilt,  to  realize 
that  they  deserve  to  be  cast  off  for  ever,  and  to  won- 
der that  they  have  not  long  before  been  made  exam- 
ples of  divine  justice.  They  have  felt  disposed  to 
rank  themselves  among  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  feel- 
ingly acknowledge,  that  the  law  of  God,  by  which 
they  are  condemned,  "  is  holy,  just,  and  good."  The 
view  they  have  of  the  character  and  law  of  God,  and 
of  their  own  guilt,  leads  them  to  loathe  and  abhor 
themselves.  With  some  propriety  and  godly  sincerity 
they  may  adopt  the  language  of  righteous  Job,  and  in 
the  dust  before  the  throne  of  God  exclaim,  "  I  have 
heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine 
eye  seeth  thee  ;  wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent 
in  dust  and  ashes."  Their  sorrow  for  sin  arises,  not 
merely  from  the  consideration,  that  it  exposes  them  to 
disgrace  in  this  world,  and  misery  in  the  future  ;  but 
they  have  an  aversion  to  the  nature  and  general  ten- 
dency of  moral  evil.  They  hate  sin  as  opposed  to  a 
holy  God,  and  a  violation  of  his  loly  law.  And  with 
the  Psalmist  they  lament  that  they  have  sinned  against 
the  majesty  of  heaven  and  earth.  Deep,  evangelical 
repentance  goes  into  the  character  of  the  righteous ; 
and  every  true  Christian  is  a  true  penitent. 

2.  The  righteous  exercise  true  faith.  Theirs  is 
not  that  strange  faith,  which,  in  its  bigoted  zeal  for 
liberality,  believes  nothing,  only  that  nothing  is  essen- 
tial to  be  believed.  Nor  is  theirs  that  speculative  faith, 
which  makes  every  thing  of  doctrines,  while  experi- 
ence and  practice  are  disregarded.  Such  "  faith  with- 
out works  is  dead,  being  alone."  But  theirs  is  the 
faith  of  the  gospel.     It  has  a  grateful  and  primary  res- 


pect  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  righteous  trust 
and  believe  in  him  with  peculiar  comfort  and  conso- 
lation. They  feel  safe  in  his  hands,  rejoice  that  the 
government  is  upon  his  shoulder,  and  that  he  is  King 
upon  the  holy  hill  of  Zion.  They  believe  what  he 
hath  spoken,  and  are  not  disposed  to  discredit  or  ques- 
tion the  authority  of  "  thus  saith  the  Lord."  They 
receive  the  gospel  of  Christ  as  infallible  truth,  and  be- 
lieve "  all  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and 
is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction, 
for  instruction  in  righteousness."  Having  learned  that 
they  deserve  to  perish,  that  they  are  wretched,  and 
miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked,  and  that 
there  is  no  other  name  than  that  of  Christ  under  heaven 
given  among  men,  whereby  they  can  be  saved  ;  they 
receive  him  in  all  his  offices,  and  trust  in  him  alone  for 
pardon  and  salvation.  They  love  and  honour  the  Son 
as  they  love  and  honour  the  Father.  They  are  united 
to  Christ  as  the  branches  are  united  to  the  vine  ;  and 
indeed,  they  are  one  with  the  Son,  as  he  is  one  with 
the  Father. 

3.  The  righteous  exercise  a  filial  spirit  towards  their 
heavenly  Father.  They  are  the  children  of  God,  and 
have  given  him  their  supreme  and  warmest  affections. 
They  have  been  "  converted,  and  become  as  little 
children."  And  in  the  exercise  of  this  meek  and  filial 
spirit,  they  cry  Abba  Father,  and  exclaim  out  of  the 
depths  of  their  souls,  '^  whom  have  we  in  heaven  but 
thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth,  that  we  desire  be- 
sides thee."  Like  dutiful  children,  they  resign  all 
their  interests  into  the  hands  of  their  heavenly  Father, 
and  rejoice  that  "  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth." 
With  high  satisfaction  and  grateful  praise  they  discern 


the  intrinsic  moral  excellence  and  glory  of  him,  who 
'•  hath  begotten  them  again  by  the  word  of  truth."— 
When  they  are  conducted  in  a  way  they  have  not  trod- 
den, and  in  paths  they  have  not  known,  they  cheerfully 
follow  the  indications  of  divine  Providence,  confiding 
in  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  their  Father  in  heaven. 
When  clouds  and  darkness  appear  to  be  round  about 
him  they  rest  assured,  that  justice  and  judgment  are 
the  habitation  of  his  throne.  They  exercise  universal 
submission,  and  in  the  most  trying  scenes  they  can 
sometimes  say,  with  pleasing  serenity,  "  Father,  not 
my  will,  but  thine  be  done." 

4.  The  righteous  feel  a  pious  and  benevolent  attach- 
ment for  each  other.  They  love  the  same  God,  be- 
lieve in  the  same  Saviour,  possess  the  same  spirit,  and 
bear  the  same  image.  Hence  they  love  one  another 
out  of  a  pure  heart  fervently.  So  prominent  a  trait  is 
this  in  the  character  of  the  righteous,  that  Christ  ex- 
hibits it  as  a  sure  test  of  genuine  piety.  He  saith, 
"  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples, 
if  ye  have  love  one  to  another."  And  he  rejoins, 
''  This  is  my  commandment  that  ye  love  one  another 
as  I  have  loved  you."  The  apostle  John,  whose  heart 
overflowed  with  benevolent  affection,  the  sum  and  es- 
sence of  genuine  piety,  insisted  much  on  this  subject. 
"  Beloved,  let  us  love  one  another,  for  love  is  of  God, 
Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us,  we  ought  to  love  one 
another.  If  a  man  say,  I  love  God,  and  hateth  his  bro- 
ther, he  is  a  liar  ;  for  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother 
whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  God  whom  he 
hath  not  seen  ?  Whosoever  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  is  born  of  God ;  and  every  one  that  loveth  him 
that  begatj  loveth  him  also  that  is  begotten  of  him.    By 
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this  we  know  that  we  love  the  children  of  God."--^ 
There  is  a  holy  union  among  all  the  household  of  faith* 
It  is  one  leading  trait  in  the  character  of  the  righteous 
to  love  one  another.     Again, 

5.  The  righteous  delight  in  obeying  the  righteous 
commands  of  God.  They  have  been  brought  to  the 
humble  acknowledgment,  that  "  the  law  is  holy,  and 
the  commandment  holy,  just,  and  good."  They  es- 
teem the  precepts  of  their  heavenly  Father  concerning 
all  things  to  be  right,  and  find  a  pleasure  in  performing 
the  duties  enjoined  in  his  word.  *'  They  delight  to 
do  his  will,  and  his  law  is  in  their  hearts."  They  de- 
sire to  express  their  love  to  him  in  the  various  ways, 
he  has  pointed  out,  and  to  glorify  him  by  bearing  much 
fruit.  They  feel  the  force  and  propriety  of  the  decla- 
ration made  by  their  Lord  and  Master,  "  If  ye  love 
me,  keep  my  commandments."  They  highly  approve 
that  part  of  the  gospel,  which  marks  out  the  path  of 
duty,  and  requires  obedience,  as  well  as  that,  which 
promises  salvation.  They  are  as  desirous  to  obey  the 
precepts,  as  to  be  saved  by  the  atonement  of  Christ. 
They  have  purified  their  hearts  by  obeying  the  truth, 
and  they  ardently  desire  to  walk  in  all  the  ordinances 
and  commandments  of  the  Lord  blameless.  Such  are 
some  of  the  leading  traits  and  distinguishing  features 
in  the  character  of  the  righteous.  Although  sanctifi- 
ed but  in  part  in  this  life,  they  bear  the  image  of  Christ, 
and  are  habitually  prepared  to  die  in  him. 

This  brings  us  to  consider, 

in  the  second  place  the  fact,  that  they  have  hope  in 
their  death.     What,  my  friends,  can  support  the  tremb- 
ling soul  in  the  solemn  hour  of  its  departure  from  the 
body  into  the  eternal  world  ?    Every  earthly  enjoy- 
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ment  then  loses  its  relish,  every  temporal  comfort  is 
unavailing,  every  pleasing  worldly  prospect  vanishes, 
and  eternity,  a  tremendously  solemn  eternity  rises 
with  awful  majesty  into  view  !  The  soul  just  ready 
to  leave  the  body,  and  launch  into  an  endless  state  of 
existence ;— and  the  body— -pale — trembling  and  cold, 
about  to  become  inactive  and  loathsome,  and  crumble 
into  dust  !  What,  Oh,  what  can  support  a  dying  mor- 
tal in  this  most  solemn  situation  !  What  can  calm  his 
mind,  and  alla}'^  his  fears,  and  raise  his  hope  !  Can 
riches,  or  honours,  or  sensual  delights?  Can  a  recollec- 
tion of  sinful  indulgences,  or  a  retrospective  view  of  a 
life,  regular,  sober,  and  moral  indeed,  but  not  truly  pi- 
ous and  devout  ?  No,  my  dear  hearers  ;  "  the  right- 
eous hath  hope  in  his  death."  It  is  a  comfortable  evi- 
dence of  having  been  divinely  transformed  into  the 
image  of  Christ,  and  of  being  united  to  him  by  holy  af- 
fection, which  alone  can  inspire  a  rational  and  sure 
ground  of  hope. 

This  pleasing,  pious  hope  the  righteous  have  often 
had  in  their  parting,  closing  scene  of  life,  and  have 
been  enabled  to  exclaim,  *'  O  death  I  where  is  thy 
sting  ?  O  grave  !  where  is  thy  victory  ? — Thanks  be 
to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."  This  hope  supported  the  patriarchs 
and  prophets,  who  "  all  died  in  faith,  not  having  re- 
ceived the  promises,  but  having  seen  them  afar  olF,  and 
were  persuaded  of  them,  and  embraced  them,  and  con- 
fessed that  were  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth." 
The  same  hope  supported  pious  Job,  and  enabled  him 
to  say,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth  ;  and  though 
after  my  skin   worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my 
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flesh  shall  I  see  God ;  whom  I  shall  see  for  myself,  and 
mine  eye  shall  behold,  and  not  another."  It  led 
Simeon,  after  taking  the  Saviour  in  his  arms,  and  bles- 
sing God,  to  say,  "  Lord,  nowlettcst  thou  thy  servant 
depart  in  peace  according  to  thy  word."  The  pious 
hope  of  the  righteous  supported  the  soul  of  Stephen, 
when  dying  in  the  most  unjust  and  cruel  manner  by 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  led  him  to  call  upon  God, 
saying,  "  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit."  It  enabled 
Paul  in  the  near  view  of  death  to  say,  "  I  am  now  rea- 
dy to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at 
hand  ;  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my 
course,  I  have  kept  the  faith  ;  henceforth  there  is  laid 
up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord 
the  righteous  judge  shall  give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not 
to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  his  appear- 
ing." This  animating  hope,  which  gladdens  the  soul 
with  its  aspiring  prospects,  enters  into  that  within  the 
veil,  and  fastens  upon  the  skies,  has  supported  thou- 
sands of  the  righteous  in  their  last  solemn  dying  mo- 
ments. With  how  much  pertinency  then  did  the  wise 
man  declare,  "  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death  ;" 
and  again,  "  the  hope  of  the  righteous  shall  be  glad- 
ness." 

We  pass  in  the  third  place  to  consider  the  ground 
and  object  of  the  hope  of  the  righteous.  Theirs  is  a 
hope  that  raaketh  not  ashamed.  It  is  not  grounded 
on  works  of  righteousness,  which  they  have  done,  but 
on  the  mercy  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  Here  it 
ought  to  be  carefully  noticed  that  they  are  not  disposed 
to  abuse  the  divine  mercy,  or  extend  it  at  the  expense 
of  divine  justice.  While  they  admire  the  mercy  they 
adore  the  justice  of  God.    They  do  not  presume  that 
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because  an  atonement  has  been  made,  their  sins  will  be 
pardoned  without  evangehcal  repentance  ;  or  because 
the  gospel  supper  is  provided,  their  starving  souls  will 
be  saved  from  death  without  a  participation  of  it. — 
They  do  not  desire  or  hope  to  be  saved  in  their  sins, 
but  Jroin  their  sins.  They  can  adopt  the  language  of 
the  apostle  in  view  of  remaining  corruption,  and  ex- 
claim, "  O  wretched  men  that  we  are,  who  shall  de- 
liver us  from  the  body  of  this  death  !"  They  gi-ound 
their  hope  not  merely  on  the  truth  that  an  adequate 
atonement  has  been  made,  but  on  evidence  that  they 
are  interested  in  the  benefits  of  the  atonement ;  not 
simply  on  the  fact  that  Christ  is  offered,  but  on  com- 
fortable evidence  that  they  have  received  him  as  their 
only  and  all  sufficient  Saviour.  They  hope  because 
they  discern  some  reason  to  conclude  that  they  are 
united  to  Christ  by  faith,  as  the  branch  is  united  to  the 
vine,  and  have  been  renewed  by  the  washing  of  re- 
generation, and  the  saving  influences  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

The  object  of  their  hope  lies  beyond  the  grave  in 
the  unseen  world  ;  "  for  what  a   man  seeth  why  doth 
he  yet  hope  for?" — They  hope  to  be  delivered  from 
all  sin.     Sin  is  their  greatest  burthen,  and  that  which 
they  most  deeply  lament.     But  they  know  from  expe- 
rience, from  observation,  and  scripture,  that  they  shall 
not  be  completely  free  from  sin,  and  perfectly  holy  in 
this  life.     While  they  continue  in  the  flesh,  they  have 
*'  a  law  in  their  members  warring  against  the  law  of 
their  mind,  and  bringing  them  into  captivity  to  the  law 
of  sin,   which  is  in  their  members."     But  they  look 
forward,  and  indulge  the  pleasing  hope,  that  at  death 
they  shall  leave  all  their  remaining  corruptions  behindj 
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be  released  from  their  spiritual  warfare,  obtain  a  com- 
plete and  final  victory  over  sin,  and  be  perfectly  holy 
to  all  eternity. 

The  righteous  hope  in  their  death  that  they  shall 
bear  a  more  perfect  resemblance  to  Christ  in  the  future 
world.  They  have  seen  his  excellency,  and  been  di_ 
vinely  transformed  into  his  image  in  the  present  life. 
But  they  hope  to  be  where  he  is,  to  be  completely 
changed  into  his  likeness,  and  to  be  filled  with  all  the 
fulness  of  Him,  w^ho  "  filleth  all  in  all."  The  decla- 
ration of  the  apostle  raises  their  hope,  and  animates 
their  souls  :  "  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God, 
and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be  ;  but  we 
know  that  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him  ; 
for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is." 

The  righteous  have  hope  in  their  death  of  the  ever- 
lasting enjoyment  of  God,  and  the  holy  society  of 
Heaven.  With  such  a  hope  they  are  sometimes  com- 
pletely raised  above  all  earthly  enjoyments,  loosened 
in  their  affections  from  all  terrestrial  objects,  and  they 
soar  above  on  the  wings  of  faith  and  joy  to  participate 
in  those  rivers  of  pleasure  whir  h  flow  at  God's  right 
hand  forevermore.  Yes,  my  bretii.-cn,  the  righteous 
sometimes  desire  to^  be  dismissed  from  these  scenes 
of  mortality,  to  be  absent  from  the  body  and  present 
with  the  Lord,  where  they  may  see  as  they  are  seen, 
and  know  as  they  are  known.  They  long  to  have 
their  warfare  accomplished,  to  be  delivered  from  their 
infirmities,  their  imperfections,  and  their  sins,  and 
with  the  highest  satisfaction,  and  with  their  whole 
souls  to  join  the  general  choir  of  saints  and  angels  in 
songs  of  unceasing  and  unwearied  praise  unto  Him 
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that  loved  them,  and  washed  them  in  his  ov/n  precious 
blood,  and  made  them  vessels  of  mercy,  prepared  un- 
to glory. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  We  are  led  by  our  subject  to  reflect  upon  the 
safety  of  the  righteous.  They  are  cordially  reconcil- 
ed to  God,  have  become  interested  in  the  great  and 
precious  promises  of  the  gospel,  and  are  assured  that 
all  things  shall  work  together  for  their  good. 

Amidst  all  the  dark  and  threatening  prospects  in  the 
political  and  moral  world  ;  though  nation  rise  up 
against  nation,  and  kingdom  against  kingdom  ;  though 
wars,  commotions  and  devastations  overspread  the 
world  ;  "  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though 
the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea  ; 
though  the  waters  thereof  roar,  and  be  troubled, 
though  the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling  there- 
of ;" — they  need  not  fear  ;  their  feet  are  placed  on  the 
eternal  rock  of  ages,  and  the  Lord  is  their  deliverer 
and  saviour.  When  sickness  invades,  and  death  ap- 
proaches, in  the  exercise  of  a  lively  hope,  they  rise 
above  the  fears  of  death,  calmly  fall  asleep  in  the  arms 
of  Jesus,  and  enter  the  mansions  of  eternal  blessed- 
ness. * 

2.  How  deplorable  is  the  condition  of  the  wicked. 
They  are  enemies  to  Jehovah,  aliens  to  the  common- 
wealth of  Israel,  strangers  to  the  covenant  of  promise^ 
without  God,  and  without  hope  in  the  world.  While 
they  live  they  have  no  true  peace  ;  but  are  "  like  the 
troubled  sea,  when  it  cannot  rest,  whose  waters  cast 
up  mire  and  dirt."  "  Destruction  and  misery  are  in 
their  ways,  and  the  way  of  peace  have  they  not  known." 
Although  the  gospel  offers  consolation,  they  have  no 
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heart  to  receive  it.  When  they  are  called  to  leave  this 
world,  remaining  in  a  state  of  sin,  they  die  without  the 
hope  of  the  righteous,  and  sometimes  almost  in  des- 
pair. Their  hope,  if  any  they  have,  must  utterly  per- 
ish. Saith  the  inspired  writer  in  contrast  with  the 
text,  "  the  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness. '^ 
And  in  another  place  he  says,  "  the  expectation  of  the 
wicked  shall  be  cut  off ;  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite 
shall  perish."  Oh,  how  affecting,  how  awful  is  the 
death  of  the  sinner !  He  slides  from  the  borders  of 
security,  of  vain  expectation,  or  trembling  concern,  in- 
to the  gulph  of  endless  despair  ;  he  plunges  into  an 
abyss  of  woe ! 

3.  We  learn  from  our  subject  that  there  is  much 
consolation  for  the  pious  survivors  of  those  who  have 
hope  in  their  death.  They  do  not  sorrow  as  others, 
who  have  no  hope.  They  can  contemplate  the  past 
character  and  eternal  condition  of  their  departed  friends 
with  high  satisfaction  and  comfort.  And  tliis  blunts 
the  poignancy  of  their  grief,  and  greatly  alleviates  their 
distresses.  While  they  know  that  the  proper  founda- 
tion for  submission  rests  on  the  unalterable  truth,  that 
"  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth,"  it  is  a  peculiar 
consolation  to  their  afRicted  hearts,  that  their  pious 
friends  did  not  leave  this  world  until  the  great  busi- 
ness of  life  was  accomplished,  and  they  were  prepared 
in  some  measure  for  death,  and  the  interminable  and 
inexpressible  felicities  of  the  heavenly  world. 

This  subject,  you  readily  perceive,  my  hearers,  ap- 
plies with  all  its  consolations  to  the  present  solemn  oc- 
casion. This  respectable  and  solemn  assembly  have 
depicted  in  their  countenances  marks  of  sorrow  and 
grief  at  the  decease  of  the  beloved  Mrs.  Ely,  who  was 
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a  constant  and  devout  worshipper  in  this  consecrated 
temple,  and  a  steady  communicant  at  this  sacramental 
table  ;  but  her  remains  are  now  before  us  in  the  drea- 
ry coffin.  To  the  most,  if  not  all  my  hearers,  she  was 
too  well  known,  to  render  a  particular  exhibition  of 
her  character  necessary  at  this  time.  By  her  pious 
life  and  peaceful  death,  she  has  given  you  an  impres- 
sion of  her  character  more  just  and  lasting,  than  any 
representation  of  mine  could  give.  "  The  righteous 
shall  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance,  and  the 
memory  of  the  just  shall  be  blessed." 

You  must  be  sensible  of  your  loss  in  her  removal ; 
for  you  were  not  insensible  of  her  worth.  Without 
substituting  her  amiable  qualities,  her  superior  endow- 
ments, or  her  native  mildness  and  sweetness  of  tem- 
per for  divine  grace,  did  she  not  exhibit  the  character 
of  the  righteous  ?  Did  she  not  discover  in  her  gener- 
al deportment,  that  regard  to  the  divine  glory,  that  re- 
spect for  divine  institutions,  that  love  to  God,  and  be- 
nevolence to  mankind,  which  are  the  genuine  expres- 
sions of  a  sanctified  heart  ?  "  What  duty  to  God, 
what  duty  to  her  husband,  what  duty  to  her  friends, 
or  what  duty  to  her  enemies,  (if  she  had  any)  did  she 
habitually  neglect  ?"  I  feel  a  pleasing  confidence, 
when  I  say  before  you  all,  that  she  appeared  to  sustain 
the  character  of  the  real  Christian.  She  appeared  to 
have  a  deep,  humbling,  and  affecting  sense  of  the  de- 
pravity of  her  own  heart,  and  to  exercise  evangelical 
repentance.  She  appeared  to  have  a  believing  and 
grateful  respect  to  Christ,  and  place  all  her  hope  and 
confidence  in  him.  A  filial  spirit,  and  true  submission 
to  the  will  of  her  heavenly  Father,  were  manifest  to 
those,  who  best  knew  her,  in  health,  and  especially  in 
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her  kst  distressing  sickness,  and  on  her  dying  bed. 
She  manifested  a  peculiar,  affectionate,  and  consoling 
regard  to  the  ministers  and  followers  of  Christ,  and 
bore  a  deep  and  comforting  part  in  their  trials  and 
iafflictions.  Yes,  my  brethren,  we  are  bound,  with 
gratitude  to  Heaven,  to  remember  the  prayers,  the 
christian  kindness,  and  sympathy  of  our  departed 
friend.  She  lamented  with  great  concern  the  stupidi- 
ty and  thoughtlessness,  which  prevailed,  and  manifes- 
ted a  fervent  desire  for  the  salvation  of  sinners.  How 
often  has  she  expressed  to  the  speaker  a  most  tender 
and  anxious  concern  for  sinners  in  this  place,  and  in 
the  adjacent  towns  ?  How  often  has  she  expressed 
her  ardent  desires,  that  God  would  pour  out  his  spirit, 
that  this  people  might  be  saved  ?  Has  she  not,  my  dy- 
ing hearers,  longed  after  you  all  in  tlie  bowels  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  prayed  for  your  salvation  ?  But  her  pray- 
ers have  ceased  ;  her  sufferings  on  the  earth  are  ended, 
and  she  is  gone,  we  trust,  to  inherit  the  mansions  qf 
glory.  With  that  hope,  which  supports  the  soul  iii 
the  hour  of  death,  dissipates  the  gloomy  cloud,  which 
hangs  over  the  grave,  removes  the  veil,  which  obscures 
the  prospect  of  eternal  joys,  and  brings  life  and  im- 
mortality into  view,  she  appeared  to  be  comforted  in 
sickness  and  in  death.  Let  her  Christian  friends  sor- 
row not  as  those,  who  have  no  hope. 

I  shall  have  the  approbation  of  this  audience,  while 
I  affectionately  apply  to  you,  my  dear  brother,  the 
consolations  of  this  subject.  God  hath  in  his  holy 
providence  taken  from  you  your  beloved  companion, 
the  partner  of  your  joys  and  sorrows,  your  bosonfi 
friend,  in  the  midst  of  her  days  and  usefulness.  You 
have,  we  doubt  not,  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  her  pious 
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prayers,  her  friendly  counsel,  her  cheering  society, 
her  ready  co-operation  in  the  discharge  of  the  labori- 
ous duties  of  your  office,  and  her  consoling  sympathy 
amidst  all  your  trials :  but  you  are  now  called  to  mourn 
her  departure.  Yes,  verily,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath 
touched  you.  Your  heart  bleeds  at  every  pore  with 
the  wounds  a  righteous  God  hath  inflicted  ;  your  loss 
is  great,  your  trial  is  heavy  ;  and  with  all  the  sensibili» 
ly  of  undissembled  friendship,  and  Christian  affection, 
we  sympathize  with  you,  and  bear  our  part  in  your 
sorrows. 

But,  my  brother,  we  trust  you  have  the  consolations 
of  the  gospel,  and  are  comforted  with  those  things, 
with  which  you  have  comforted  others.  Will  not 
your  flowing  tears  cease  to  fall,  when  you  recount  the 
mercies  and  goodness  of  your  heavenly  Father  to 
yourself,  and  to  your  departed  companion  ?  You 
have  often  taught  this  people  the  duty  of  submission 
under  trials.  This  important  lesson  you  are  this  day 
called  to  exemplify.  The  ministers  of  Christ,  whose 
province  it  is,  to  strengthen  the  weak  hands,  and  up- 
hold them  that  are  ready  to  fall,  must  not  sink  in  the 
day  of  their  afiliction  and  adversity ;  and  we  trust, 
dear  brother,  that  in  this  school  of  trial,  you  will  be 
supported,  as  you  have  hitherto  been,  and  be  prepared 
for  more  eminent  usefulness.  May  you  enjoy  the  con- 
solations of  the  divine  Spirit,  which  are  neither  few 
nor  small ;  and  may  the  glorious  Master,  whom  you 
serve,  sustain  you  under  all  your  trials. 

Your  dear  little  children*  have  sustained  a  loss  in 
the  removal  of  a  pious,  tender,  and  affectionate  mother 

*  Since  tliis  was  delivered,  God  has  called  Mr.  Ely  to  part  with  one 
^jfhii  two  sur\i\  ing  children  ;  a  promising  little  son  of  about  two  years. 


19 

at  this  early  age,  which  is  to  them  unknown.  These 
pledges  of  your  mutual  affection  must  now  become  ob- 
jects of  your  increased  love  and  concern.  On  you  alone 
it  will  devolve  to  train  up  these  beloved,  motherless 
children  for  God.  May  they  live  to  endear  the  recol- 
lection of  their  pious  mother,  and  inherit  her  virtues  ; 
and  in  them  may  you  take  much  satisfaction  in  future 
days. 

With  the  sisters,  and  all  the  other  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  deceased,  present  or  absent,  we  cordially 
sympathize ;  and  sincerely  and  devoutly  wish  that  this 
affecting  dispensation  of  divine  Providence  may  be 
sanctified  to  them.  What  can  we  do  better,  than  ear- 
nestly to  recommend  to  them  that  divine  religion, 
which  afforded  their  deceased  friend  so  much  comfort 
in  life,  a  good  hope  in  death,  and  ripened  her,  as  we 
trust,  for  everlasting  rest  in  Heaven. 

Brethren  and  friends  of  this  church  and  society,  this 
is  an  event  to  you  both  affecting  and  afflictive.  God 
hath  taken  from  you  one  of  your  brightest  ornaments, 
one  of  your  most  valuable  members.  To  you  it  is  a 
solemn  admonition  to  awake  from  the  slumbers  of  the 
world,  or  from  the  sleep  of  death,  to  do  with  your 
might  what  your  hands  find  to  do,  and  prepare  for  your 
own  dissolution. 

Knowing  how  highly  you  esteem  your  beloved 
pastor,  we  indulge  a  pleasing  confidence,  that  you 
will  not  be  wanting  in  your  readiness  to  comfort  his 
heart  under  his  heavy  affliction.  He  has  been  with 
you  in  the  chambers  of  sickness,  he  has  gone  with  you 
into  the  field  of  graves,  he  has  sympathized  with  you  ia 
all  your  distresses,  and  his  heart  has  been  no  stranger 
to  your  sorrows.     Now  that  he  is  cast  into  the  fur- 
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nace  of  affliction,  v^e  trust  you  will  bear  ^  tender  and 
consoling  part  with  him  in  his  trials,  and  cheerfully 
minister  to  his  temporal  and  spiritual  wants.  E.spe- 
ciatly  encourage  his  heart,  and  hold  up  his  hands  by 
your  fervent  prayers,  and  by  pressing  into  the  king- 
dom of  God. 

To  all  this  assembly  the  occasion  of  our  present 
meeting  is  of  serious  importance,   and  will  be  atten- 
ded with  solemn  and  lasting  consequences.     We  must 
soon  follow  the  deceased  to  the  silent  grave,  and  min- 
gle our  dust  with  hers.     "  We  must  all  appear  before 
the  judgment  seat  of  Christ ;  and  every  one  of  us  must 
give   account  of  himself  to    God."      How    solemn 
will  be  that  meeting,  when  the  voice  of  the  archangel 
with  the  trump  of  God  shall  proclaim  through  all  the 
world,  "  Awake  ye  dead,  and  come  to  judgment  ;"-rrr 
and  when  the  whole  universe  of  intelligent  beings 
sh^ll  be  assembled  at  the  bar  of  Christ  !     Are  you, 
my  respected  hearers,  prepared  to  meet  your  God  in 
judgment?    Are  you  prepared  to  die  with  the  hope  of 
the  righteous,  and  have  your  last  end  like  theirs? 
Take  this  serious  question  home,  I  entreat  you,  and 
answer  it  to  your  own  consciences,  and  to  your  God. 
I  affectionately  beseech  you,  my  beloved,  dying  hear- 
ers,  prepare  for  the  agonies  of  a  dying  bed— the  so- 
lemnities ,cf  the  final  j  udgment— -and  the  retributions 
of  eternitv AMEN. 


